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his remembrances of passed years. His death affected deeply my
elder daughter, who, at twelve, knew the value of the cheerful
hours spent in his company.

There were few resources for the education of my daughters
in Sceaux. The youngest one, a small child, needed principally a
hygienic life, outdoor walks and quite elementary schooling. She
had already shown a vivid intelligence and an unusual disposition
for music. Her elder sister resembled her father in the form of
her intelligence. She was not quick, but one could already see
that she had a gift of reasoning power and that she would like
science. She had some training in a private school in Paris, but I
had not wanted to keep her in a lycée, as I have always found
the class hours in these schools too long for the health of the
children.

My view is that in the education of children the requirement
of their growth and physical evolution should be respected, and
that some time should be left for their artistic culture. In most
schools, as they exist to-day, the time spent in various reading
and writing exercises is too great, and the study required to be
done at home too much. I also find these schools lacking, in gen-
eral, in practical exercises to accompany the scientific studies.

With a few friends in the university circle who shared these
views, we organized, therefore, a coéperative group for the edu-
cation of our children, each of us taking charge of the teaching
of a particular subject to all of the young people. We were all
very busy with other things, and the children varied in age.
Nevertheless, the little experiment thus made was very interesting.
With a small number of classes we yet succeeded in reuniting the
scientific and literary elements of a desirable culture. The courses
in science were accompanied by practical exercises in which the
children took great interest.

This arrangement, which lasted two years, proved to be very
beneficial for most of the children; it was certainly so for my
elder daughter. Following this preparation, she was able to enter
a higher class in one of the colléges of Paris, and had no difficulty

THE DISCOVERY OF RADIUM 155

in passing her bachelor’s examination before the usual age, after
which she continued her scientific studies in the Sorbonne.

My second daughter, although not benefiting by a similar
arrangement for her earlier studies, at first followed the classes of
a collége only partially, and later completely. She showed herself
a good pupil, doing satisfactory work in all directions.

I wanted very much to assure for my children a rational
physical education. Next to outdoor walks, I attach a great im-
portance to gymnastics and sports. This side of a girl’s education
is still rather neglected in France. I took care that my children
did gymnastics regularly. I was also careful to have them spend
vacations either in the mountains or at the seashore. They can
canoe and swim very well and are not afraid of a long walk or a
bicycle ride.

But of course the care of my children’s education was only a
part of my duties, my professional occupations taking most of my
time. I have been frequently questioned, especially by women,
how I could reconcile family life with a scientific career. Well,
it has not been easy; it required a great deal of decision and of
self-sacrifice. However, the family bond has been preserved be-
tween me and my now grown-up daughters, and life is made
brighter by the mutual affection and understanding in our home,
where I could not suffer a harsh word or selfish behavior.

In 1906, when I succeeded my husband at the Sorbonne, I
had only a provisional laboratory with little space and most
limited equipment. A few scientists and students had already been
admitted to work there with my husband and me. With their
help, I was able to continue the course of research with good
success.

In 1907, I received a precious mark of sympathy from Mr.
Andrew Carnegie, who donated to my laboratory an annual in-
come for research fellowships which enabled some advanced stu-
dents or scientists to devote their whole time to investigation.
Such foundations are very encouraging to those whose inclina-
tions and talents are such as to warrant their entire devotion to




